
Telling Time Books
fold & read

These fold and read telling 
time books are a great way 
to learn about the analogue 
clock and telling time by the 
hour, half hour, quarter hour, 
and to five minutes.

Read more about them @
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Time Books
Color
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Let’s Learn About

An analogue clock has two hands.  
The short hand is the hour hand. The 
long hand is the minute hand. The 
hands move around the clock in the 
direction of the yellow arrow. 

Telling Time

The long ha nd is called the minute 
ha nd. It helps us cou nt the minutes.  
When it has moved all the wa y a rou nd 
the clock one time, sixty minutes or 
one hour has passed. 

The short hand is called the hour 
hand. It helps us count the hours. It 
takes it anhour to move from one 
number to the next. We start with the 
hour hand when we tell time.
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Telling Time

When the hour hand is pointing to a 
number and the minute hand is 
pointing to the 12, you’re telling time 
by the hour. The time on this clock  is 
two o’clock (2:00).

By the Hour

Look at ea ch clock. F ind the one that 
sa ys 1 1 :00. Which clock sa ys 5:00? 
Which one sa ys 7:00? What time is on 
the last clock? Ca n you tell time by the 
hour? 

As the minute hand moves all the way 
around the clock, and back to the 12, 
the hour hand moves to the next 
number. It is no longer two o’clock 
(2:00). Now it is three o’clock (3:00).

www.t h is rea d i ng m a ma.com



Telling Time by the

As the minute hand moves around the 
clock, it sometimes points to the six. 
When this happens, it has gone half 
way around the clock. This is called 
half past the hour.

Half Hour

To know what hour it is, thin k a bout 
the nu mber that the hour ha nd j ust 
passed on its wa y a rou nd the clock. 
On this clock, the hour ha nd has j ust 
passed the two, so it is half past two or 
2:30. 

When it is half past the hour, the hour 
handdoes not point to a number. It is  
between two numbers. What two 
numbers is the hour hand between on 
this clock?
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Telling Time by the

You can divide a clock into four equal 
sections. Just like there are four 
quarters in a dollar, there are four 
quarters in an hour. Each quarter is 
worth 15 minutes.

Quarter Hour
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When the minute ha nd rea ches the six, 
1 5 more minutes has passed. It is 7:30. 
When the minute ha nd rea ches the 
nine, a nother 1 5 minutes has passed. 
It is now 7:45. In 1 5 more minutes, it wil l 
be eig ht o’clock (8:00).

When the minute hand reaches the 
three, 15 minutes has passed after the 
hour. It is now 7:15 or a quarter after 
seven.

15 
minutes

15 
minutes 15 

minutes

15 
minutes

7:30 7:45



Telling Time to

The hour hand tells what hour it is. If 
it’s pointing in between two numbers, 
think about the number it has just 
passed on its way around the clock. 
On this clock, thehour hand has just 
passed the six. 

Five Minutes

When the minute ha nd is pointing to 
the four, how ma ny minutes past six 
does the clock sa y? Let’s cou nt by 5’s 
to find out!  Sta rt at the one a nd 
cou nt 5, 1 0, 1 5, 20. The time is 6:20.

The minute hand passes each number 
on its way around the clock. We count 
by 5’s as it goes by each number.
Can you see the little number 5 by the 

one or the little number 35 by the 
seven? Touch each number and count 
by 5, starting at one.
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Start 
counting 

here.

*
*



Time Books
Blackline

* IMPORTANT NOTE *
Before reading the books, it may be helpful to have learners color 
the hour hands red and the minute hands blue on each clock.
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Let’s Learn About

Telling Time
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An analogue clock has two hands.  
The short hand is the hour hand. The 
long hand is the minute hand. The 
hands move around the clock in the 
direction of the yellow arrow. 

The long ha nd is called the minute 
ha nd. It helps us cou nt the minutes.  
When it has moved all the wa y a rou nd 
the clock one time, sixty minutes or 
one hour has passed. 

The short hand is called the hour 
hand. It helps us count the hours. It 
takes it anhour to move from one 
number to the next. We start with the 
hour hand when we tell time.



Telling Time

By the Hour
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When the hour hand is pointing to a 
number and the minute hand is 
pointing to the 12, you’re telling time 
by the hour. The time on this clock  is 
two o’clock (2:00).

Look at ea ch clock. F ind the one that 
sa ys 1 1 :00. Which clock sa ys 5:00? 
Which one sa ys 7:00? What time is on 
the last clock? Ca n you tell time by the 
hour? 

As the minute hand moves all the way 
around the clock, and back to the 12, 
the hour hand moves to the next 
number. It is no longer two o’clock 
(2:00). Now it is three o’clock (3:00).



Telling Time by the

As the minute hand moves around the 
clock, it sometimes points to the six. 
When this happens, it has gone half 
way around the clock. This is called 
half past the hour.

Half Hour

When it is half past the hour, the hour 
hand does not point to a number. It is  
between two numbers. What two 
numbers is the hour hand between on 
this clock?
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To know what hour it is, thin k a bout 
the nu mber that the hour ha nd j ust 
passed on its wa y a rou nd the clock. 
On this clock, the hour ha nd has j ust 
passed the two, so it is half past two or 
2:30. 



Telling Time by the

Quarter Hour
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15 
minutes

15 
minutes 15 

minutes

15 
minutes

7:30 7:45

You can divide a clock into four equal 
sections. Just like there are four 
quarters in a dollar, there are four 
quarters in an hour. Each quarter is 
worth 15 minutes.

When the minute ha nd rea ches the six, 
1 5 more minutes has passed. It is 7:30. 
When the minute ha nd rea ches the 
nine, a nother 1 5 minutes has passed. 
It is now 7:45. In 1 5 more minutes, it wil l 
be eig ht o’clock (8:00).

When the minute hand reaches the 
three, 15 minutes has passed after the 
hour. It is now 7:15 or a quarter after 
seven.



Telling Time to

Five Minutes
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Start 
counting 

here.

*
*

The hour hand tells what hour it is. If 
it’s pointing in between two numbers, 
think about the number it has just 
passed on its way around the clock. 
On this clock, the hour hand has just 
passed the six. 

When the minute ha nd is pointing to 
the four, how ma ny minutes past six 
does the clock sa y? Let’s cou nt by 5’s 
to find out!  Sta rt at the one a nd 
cou nt 5, 1 0, 1 5, 20. The time is 6:20.

The minute hand passes each number 
on its way around the clock. We count 
by 5’s as it goes by each number.
Can you see the little number 5 by the 

one or the little number 35 by the 
seven? Touch each number and count 
by 5, starting at one.
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